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Candidates battle for student body leadership 
By Katie Doug­
las 

A
l o n g
w i t h
t h e

man; and Andy 
Smith with 
Laura Hofer. 

The can-
didates must 
be seniors. 

The teams 
have a few of the 
same ideas and 
some different. 

last months of 
school, second 
semester brings 
new leaders to 
fill the student 
body president 
and vice presi­
dent's positions. 

Usually elec­
tions yield hall­
ways full of 
campaign post­
ers, but this se­
mester's election 
teams- decid­
ed to focus on 
their speeches. 

Matt Blake and Maari Sweetman Bryan Beck and Riley Hultman Andy Smith and Laura Hofer 

They ex-

the presiden­
tial team for 
second semes­
ter at the assem­
bly yesterday. 

"Riley and 

campaign theme 
is "We'll be 
your friend." 

Three teams 
are vying to fill 
that position, in­
cluding Matt 
Blake with Maari 
Sweetman as his 
·running mate; 
Bryan Beck 
with Riley Hult-

plained to the 
voters why 
each should be 

myself have 
some awesome 
ideas for this 
school if we get 

elected. A cou­
ple of them are 
putting recy­
cling bins by all 
the garbage cans 
and maybe host­
ing an indepen­
dent film fes­
tival. Since we 
both love mu-

sic, we thought 
perhaps a battle 
of the bands/jam 
festival would 
be cool," can­
didate Bryan 
Beck said. 

Laura Hofer 
andAndySmith's 

"There is a 
good group of 
kids running 
against us, and I 
feel this election 
will be close. I re-

spect my oppo­
nents, and I guess 
we'll wait and 
see who comes 
out victorious," 
says Blake, who 
is running with 
MaariSweetman. 

The new pres-

idential team will 
be announced to­
day or Monday, 
depending on 
how long it takes 
student coun­
cil officals to tal­
ly up the votes. 

Administration ponders addition 

of semester tests for all students 
By Casi Huizenga 

Semester tests 
might be on the 
horizon for all re­
turning students 
next year. A faculty 
and administration 
committee is cur­
rently studying the 
issue and will soon 
be making recom­
mendations for the 
coming school year. 

Currently, teach­
ers can give se­
mester tests but 
don't have to. Most 
teachers, in fact, 
do not give them. 

Semester tests 
normally cover all 
the information a 
student has learned 
in a particular class 
up for the semester. 

What is the rea­
son for a change? 

"Seniors have 
gone to college and 
not felt prepared," 
German teacher Su­
san Peterson said. 
Peterson serves on 
the committee that 
is studying the is­
sue. Most college 
courses require a 
"final" examination 
at the end of the se­
mester that is cu­
mulative in nature. 

Not surprisingly, 
many students don't 
like the concept. 

"I think they're 
a waste of time that 
could be spent doing 
other things," junior 
John Reiser said. 

"I think semester 

tests are good be­
cause they help pre­
pare students for 
college," freshman 
Israel Kanz said. 

While semes-
ter tests prepare 
students for col­
lege, some believe 
the tests would 
not be necessary 
in every class. 

"Semester tests 
would be good in 
some classes but not 
others," sophomore 
Dawn Beck said. 

The committee 
is discussing what 
kind of tests could 
happen in differ­
ent classes, such as 
home ec. or tech. ed. 

The committee 
is also still work-

ing out the sched­
ule details for the 
tests, Peterson said. 

They're thinking 
that each test could 
be an hour and a 
half to two hours 
long. The commit­
tee is not yet sure 
how they would 
set up the sched­
ule, especially at 
the end of the year 
when seniors typi­
cally get out a week 
earlier than the rest 
of the students. 

Students will not 
face mandatory se­
mester tests this year 
in May, but if the 
committee recom­
mends a workable 
plan, it just might 
happen next year. 

Rising freshmen failure 

rate could force changes 
By Brian Chi­
coine 

Due to an in­
creased num­
ber of fresh­
man failing one 
or more classes, 
the administra­
tion is consider­
ing some chang­
es to required 
credit hours. 

"We feel some 
students may be 
more success­
ful during their 
freshman year by 
taking five classes 
instead of six. We 
also think seniors 
should be taking 
a more rigorous 
schedule prepar­
ing them for post 

secondary transi­
tion." counselor 
Carol Camey said. 

Much of the fac­
ulty at Riggs has 
noticed the strug­
gles of freshman. 

"F r e s h m e n  
don't seem to be 
as prepared for 
high school as 
they should be," 
history teacher 
Bruce Venner said. 

Students, how­
ever, feel this 
change is unnec­
essary and will 
only create prob­
lems in the future. 

"The freshmen 
think they will have 
time to catch up in 
their classes lat­
er but don't realize 

that high school 
gets even busi­
er so they won't 
have time," 
junior Kai-
te Buhler said. 

"It would 
rock to only 
have five class­
es your fresh­
man year, but it 
would stink to 
have six your 
senior year," 
freshman Mor­
gan Finley said. 

The admin­
istration is con­
sidering many 
options to deal 
with the prob­
lem and will 
be making rec­
ommendations 
later this year. 
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We're right: you're not at NASCAR
Teens already have 

the reputation of be­
ing bad drivers, but 
the teens here at Riggs 
prove that to be a very 
accurate statement. 

When driving into 
the Riggs parking lot, 
you automatically take 
your life into your own 
hands. For some rea­
son, the kids here be­
lieve that when they 
pull into the lot, they 
are no longer just aver­
age students but rath­
er NASCAR drivers. 

Cars fly in and out 
of the parking lot at 
very high speeds and 
try to tum comers at 
30 MPH in a place that 
should have a top speed 
of maybe 10 MPH. 

This is already a 

Toya Norlander 

and 

Matt Blake 

problem, but in the 
winter it gets ten times 
worse! Now they seem 
to think that it's okay 
to increase their speed 
to 40 MPH. Cars are 
spinning around doing 
cookies left and right. 

Not only are the 
speeds a problem, but 
the parking is atro-

cious! Cars are parked 
in every possible direc­
tion. In yellow zones, 
in fire zones, and when 
there's snow on the 
ground, cars are com­
pletely sideways tak­
ing up three spaces! 

We think that some 
particular students-­
you know who you are­
-should think about 
either retaking your 
driver's test, getting 
your eyes checked, re­
moving your lead foot, 
or removing your­
self from behind the 
wheel altogether! 

Some of us would 
like both ourselves 
and our cars to ar­
rive in one piece. 

Because after all, 
you know we're right! 

Katie's Closet: What I'm lovin' this month!

World of Good 
This company sells 

ethically sourced jewel­
ry, bags, and some ran­
dom house wares. Lo­
cal artisans in 31 coun­
tries handcraft every­
thing that World of 
Good sells, which helps 
to eliminate unemploy­
ment in the third world. 
The website is www. 
w o r l d o f g o o d .c o m .  

Juice Beauty 
Juice Beauty is a line 

of moisturizers, masks, 

Katie Douglas 

and cleansers that is all 
organic. Everything 
is paraben, fragrance, 
and petroleum free, so 
it's got to be good for 
you. And it does not 
harm the enviroment! 

Du Wop Lip Venom 
2nd Sin 

I fell in love with 
Lip Venom a few years 
ago, so when I heard 
about this I was real­
ly excited. 2nd Sin has 
an added cooling ef­
fect for maximum lip 
plumping. Mwah! 

Patrick Dempsey 
McDreamy is one 

hep cat, baby. That 
is all there is to it. 

Perspectives: 
Four students, four views
on Student Senate's role 

Student senate 
opens doors anq gives 
the school potential. . 
I like that the student 
body gets to decide 
on the members, and 
there can be great ac­
complishments with a 
group of hard workers. 

Student senate 
does many things un­
acknowledged, but a 
number of things are 
completed or brought 

In my seven glorious 
semesters at T.F. Riggs, 
the student senate has 
done many things. One 
accomplishment I can 
think of is the amphi­
theater, which has re­
ceived very little use 
but that of gathering 
falling snow or rain, 
but that is not the sub­
ject so we move on. 

The current topic 
is one that I do actu­
ally have some experi­
ence on. I have been in 
student senate most of 
my high school career. 

I think this is one 
of the most beneficial 
groups in the school and 
does many good things 
to improve the lives 
of the students. From 
making the school pret­
ty during the holidays 

I can't help but 
think about what a 
big asset student sen­
ate is to the school. 

The members give 
a lot of their time to 
make the school a bet­
ter place for us, but 
yet they many times 
go unacknowledged. 

I mean, think about 
it. Did you enjoy all of 
the dress up days and 
activities during home-

Kat Lindbloom 

up with each meeting. 
With as few meetings 
as there are, a few stu­
dent senate members 

I do not care for 
the voting aspect of 
the elections, because 

Matt Bia e

to getting activities for 
the students to do, it 
is a vital part of Riggs. 

Some complain that 

Mary Holm 

coming? You can thank 
Student Senate for that. 

And what about 
the amphitheatre? Al-

shine and really try to 
complete their tasks. 

I love that Mrs. 
Neiles and Mr. Mick­
elson keep things go­
ing as well. They are 
great with the program, 
and they help student 
senate to achieve ev­
erything that it does. 

It is awesome get­
ting to be a part of the 
student senate meet­
ings and the activities 
that go on in the school. 

I personally think it 
is all about popular­
ity and not about the 
candidates' ideas. 

In the end, I say we 
get rid of the student 
senate and just have a 
general popular vote 
so all the students get 
to know and help de­
cide what is happen­
ing at their high school. 

student senate does 
nothing and is a pop­
ularity contest. This 
is far from the truth. 

We do many things 
that some students don't 
even realize, like teach­
er appreciation dinners 
and getting speakers. 

As for the argu­
ment that it is a pop­
ularity contest, that's 
not true either. Just 
look at me-- I'm in it! 

though we haven't been 
able to use it much, 
it will be very ben­
eficial to the school 
once spring comes. 

Students will get 
a nice break from 
"regular" school. 

So take the time to 
think about all the things 
student senate has done 
for us. Thank them for 
all of their hard work! 





"Geese are a pain 

in the butt!" 

-senior Kelly Lingle

"Geese are everywhere 

in town, on the roads, in 

my yard. They are a total 

nuisance and need to be 

eliminated from the town 

of Pierre." 

-senior Zak Bishop

"They crap everywhere!" 

-senior Kody Clark

"They are a pest! I got in 

trouble for not stopping 

for geese in the road. 

People are treating geese 

like people instead of 

treating them like they 

should and keeping 

them out of the way." 

-senior Brady Beck

Duck, duck, goose: watch your step 
Students 

love or hate 

Pierre's yearly 

invading geese 
By Sydney Thompson 

H
ere they come. 
Cover your head 
to avoid their 

green droppings. 
Every year in the fall, Can­

ada geese fly into Pierre. 
They land in people's yards, 
around schools, and es­
pecially at Capitol Lake. 

The geese have a posi­
tive and negative impact 
on humans. Students have 
some opm1ons about the 
flying, migrating animal. 

"The geese look nice, but 
they take over people's yards! 
They poop everywhere, and I 
hate walking on sidewalks." 
freshman Layne Duvall said. 

Others agree about 
the nasty green waste. 

"They poop too 
much," sophomore Tes-
sa Bollinger commented. 

"They are everywhere, and 
they poop too much," soph­
omore Megan Sarvis agreed. 

Some students may feel a 
bit frightened of the geese. 

"They are scary. I always 
feel like they're going to poop 
on me from the sky," soph­
omore Emily Moses said. 

The geese are usually Can­
ada Geese that fly around 
fall in a familiar "V" -shaped 
form and can fly thousands of 
miles at a time day or night. 
Migration routes are passed 
on from parent to offspring, 
generation to generation. 

Sometimes geese are not no• 
ticed flying or on the ground 
at all in Pierre. Some people 
in Pierre are used to the geese. 

"I don't ever really 

ME AND MY SHADOW ... This Canada Goose takes a swim in Capitol Lake. 

think about them," sopho­
more Kat Lindbloom said. 

The geese can bring a pos­
itive impact to the city of 
Pierre. The geese may leave 
cylindrical green drop­
pings, but isn't there some 
good in the geese being here? 

"They are pret-
ty," Bollinger said. 

"They obviously like Pierre 
because there's an awful lot 
of them," Lindbloom said. 

When one family of Canada 
Geese discovers that the city or 
town is a good place, that fami­
ly will remember and return the 
following year along with their 
young and any flock mates. 

When the geese do come 

to Pierre, however, some stu­
dents do not see the good 
in the geese or perhaps may 
not like the geese at all. 

"I don't see any good 
in them," Moses said. 

"Ihatethegeese," sophomore 
Nick McDonald commented. 

Whether or not we like 
them or do not like them, the 
geese have a role in the envi­
ronment, which is to disperse 
seeds of many plants they eat. 

They are also an impor­
tant prey for many predators 
in the habitat where they live. 
One habitat they live in is well­
known Capitol Lake, and some 
students may have gone to 
Capitol Lake either in the past 
or recently to feed the geese; 

photo by Sydney Thomp�on 

bread or crackers is ideal. 
"Oh yeah! All the 

time!" Bollinger said. 
"I have in the past, not recent­

ly though," Lindbloom said. 
"Yeah, I used to go 

there until I got bit by a 
swan!" Moses commented. 

For some, going to Capi­
tol Lake is not a great place 
to go to feed the geese. 

"I don't go down 
there; there is .too much 
poop." McDonald said. 

The geese do leave Pierre 
though ... eventually. The geese 
can bring a negative impact 
as well as a positive one. The 
geese are not here, however, to 
ruin our lives--just to migrate. 










